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1. Preliminary Matters. 

 

2. Classification of the prophets1 -- former and latter. 

a. Former  

i. Anonymous, their authors unknown 

ii. Included Joshua, Judges, 1-2 Samuel, and 1-2 Kings 

b. Latter (included major and minor prophets, also called the Twelve) 

i. Minor meaning, they are not long books like the Major 

Prophets – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel—because 

we neglect them, we therefore make them de facto “minor” 

in importance.2  

ii. We should not skip them because3: 

1. They deal with issues of justice—and how faith 

should guide a person’s care for their society and the 

most vulnerable members of society. 

2. They attack superficial and hypocritical religion. 

3. They warn against marrying faith to politics and 

societal expectations. 

4. They wrestle with perennial questions like the 

problem of evil (theodicy). 

5. They deal with the promise of redemption in some of 

the darkest circumstances. 

6. The Minor Prophets, properly understood, expose 

our hearts, and call us to deeper faith. 

 

3. Old Testament Prophets. 

a. Prophecy, prophetic office, and the prophetic role 

i. Unique only to ancient Israel. “The phenomenon of the 

prophetic book is unique only to ancient Israel and without 

exact parallels in the literary traditions of the surrounding 

peoples.”4  

ii. The prophet’s call—derived his legitimacy and valid 

credentials from Yahweh’s call. 

 
1 The New International Dictionary of the Bible, p. 825. 
2 Travis Scott, Faithful Doubt: Habakkuk, p. 1. 
3 See Scott, p.2.  
4 T. Hadjiev, Joel and Amos (Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries), p. 78. 
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iii. Prophets were chiefly covenant enforcers. In the prophet’s 

speaking/preaching, “the invisible God becomes audible.”5  

iv. Vocation of a prophet, not a glorious one.  

1. “None of the prophets seems enamored with being a 

prophet nor proud of his attainment.”6 None of them 

went knocking on the prophets’ office door.  

2. The prophet was “not just a mere mouthpiece; he was 

a person; not an instrument but a partner, an associate 

of God.”7  

3. The prophet was not unaffected, not emotionally 

detached.  

4. Forth-telling or fore-telling (predictive)? more forth-

tellers (preachers) than fore-tellers. Habakkuk? 

v. In our modern society, we extenuate (make to appear less 

serious) personal responsibility. However, the prophets saw 

“the interrelationship of individual and society.”8 Individuals 

can bring harm or good to a community. We do not sin in a 

vacuum: individual sin harms/abuses/violates a community. 

 

4. Brief cultural historical context (what is behind the book of Habakkuk?) 

a. Invasion of the Babylonians is imminent (1:6); leads to the 

destruction of the temple in 587 BC.  

b. During much of the latter 7th c. BC, Judah (God’s redeemed people) 

were morally corrupt (but Is. 42, 49). 

c. Prophesied to Judah (ca. 630); a place where kings ruled rightly, 

and kings ruled unrightly (repeat cycle). The prophet witnessed 

increased corruption and idolatry among the kings and the people. 

As the king went, so went the people/nation. 

d. Uncertain if Habakkuk prophesied in the early years of King 

Jehoiakim or the closing years of King Josiah’s reign? 

 

5. Habakkuk—the person: Little is known of him.  

a. Role and message are different from that found normally in the 

prophets; instead of chiding Israel (Judah) on God’s behalf, he 

confronts God himself, demanding an account of His actions, or lack 

of them. 

 
5 Heschel, p. 27. 
6 Heschel, p. 3. 
7 Heschel, p. 30. 
8 Heschel, p. 17. 
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b. Engages God in a dialogue (2 complaints, 2 responses from God). 

c. Reminds God of the covenant between He and his people and the 

obligations demanded of each (Dt. 28:15-68). “God, you cannot 

ignore your obligations to punish.” 

d. Contemporary of Jeremiah and Zephaniah. Habakkuk, likely one of 

these prophets – 2 Kings 21:10-16; 2 Chron. 33:10. 

e. Questions/confronts God. To question God does not mean one 

does not have faith in God; rather, our faith in God gives us 

permission to question God. 

 

6. Book of Habakkuk—Some Big Themes. 

a. Pronouncement that the prophet saw (1:1). 

b. Habakkuk’s Complaint #1 (1:2-4) 

i. Invoke God’s covenant name (v 2). 

ii. God is slow to act in punishing the wicked among his chosen 

people.  Does God not see or does God not care? Is God 

blind? Are you tolerating sin, God? How do you cope with 

God’s silence? Believe deism?  

iii. Crooked (perverted) justice goes forth.  

1. What is justice? 

2. What does crooked justice look like? "Our criminal 

justice system treats you better if you are rich and 

guilty than if you are poor and innocent." – Bryan 

Stevenson, Equal Justice Initiative (EJI) 

3. How do we commit injustice against fellow brothers 

and sisters in Christ? 

iv. Vice as violence. 

v. ‘Law is paralyzed’ – reminds me of Judges 21:25. 

vi. Theodicy: a reason why unbelievers reject the God of 

Christianity? 

c. God’s response to Complaint #1 (1:5-11). 

i. Punishment is coming. God’s ‘switch’ of choice: the 

Babylonians. 

ii. Delayed justice; but wait. It is difficult to wait. Benefits of 

waiting? 

iii. God’s ‘punishment always fits our crime.’ 

d. Habakkuk’s Complaint #2 (1:12-2:1). 

i. The wicked of Israel is bad, but the cruel and inhumane 

Babylonians are even worse; surely there is a disproportion 

here (1:12-17); “how could a good and just God use a more 

wicked nation to punish a less wicked one?” 
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ii. God’s ways, not our ways. 

e. God’s response to Complaint #2 (2:2-20). 

i. Babylon is not without blame; its barbarity will also come 

under God’s judgement. 

ii. Contrast between the arrogant, misguided Babylonians and 

those within Israel who act justly (2:4). 

1. Quite a few other contrasts in Habakkuk. 

iii. Five Woes! 

iv. Idolatry: every Christian’s problem. The folly of idolatry. 

f. Psalm/Prayer Song/Hymn (3:1-19). 

i. Habakkuk is a changed man; sees God as just: “I have heard” 

(Patti LaBelle, “New Attitude”). 

ii. Trust in God and contentment in a broken world against 

economic collapse (vv 17-18). 

iii. Sound theology leads to praise, dance, animation.  

 

7. Some Take-Aways. 

a. Best to express your vexation than let it fester (“Better out than in”, 

late mother-in-law, Shirley Holmes) 

b. God is not offended by our complaints; our complaints/honest 

doubts to God illustrate one has an authentic faith. God is not 

against honest questioning. Honest doubt or questioning God does 

not mean you lack faith in God; ‘faithful doubt’; God does not 

condemn Job nor Habakkuk for asking God, “What’s up?” 

c. Better to confront the one who offends you than voicing your 

complaints about this person to others. 

d. God is sovereign and knows what He is doing. God operates by 

God-time. 

 

8. Resource: Faithful Doubt: Habakkuk, by Travis Scott. 

 


